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Computerfest® ‘91 
By Diane Pencil 


Well here it is, August, 1991. The month that we have all been working 
towards. A year ago Bob Kwater and I were just preparing for one of the worst 
weeks of our lives because all the wheels of Computerfest ®had come off at 
once. We had no programs, not even a design. Our tablecloths had failed 
inspection. Our speaker coordinator had disappeared and I was leftto finda full 
schedule of speakers with less than three weeks to go before the show, and the 
Chairman was in Oregon with a ton of decisions to be made. Fora solid month 
I said to myself ‘‘When I run this show this will never happen, the last two 
weeks before the show I want to be able to sleep.’’ So here it is with less than 
a week to go and I am in fact sleeping at night. The Computerfest® committee 
has worked for a solid year getting things ready for next week. Where are we 
this year as compared to last? Light years ahead. Carol Emerich did a bangup 
job on the program with a little help from Merical’s Computers and me. Carol 
was able to put together what she says is ‘‘not perfect” but a darn sight better 
than we had last year to be sure. Mark and Julie Hanslip report booth sales up 
about 10% this year which isn’t too bad considering how much we grew last 
year. Kay Atkinson says that we need more volunteers, call her at 890-6145. 
Carol Emerich also was in charge of publicity and humored me as I insisted that 
we do television advertising this year. The commercials have been shot and will 
air next week. Bob Kwater lined up speakers for the show. Some of them a little 
late but it is an impressive line-up. 


In spite of all the advice I got from past chairmen, I did things differently 
this year. In the past we have always concentrated on the vendors. After all, that 
is what Computerfest® is - vendors. This year we took a different approach. As 
a not for profit corporation in Ohio we have a duty to provide education to the 
computing community. One of the ways we do that is the seminars we have at 
Computerfest®. This year I put the biggest concentration on getting seminars 
that people would pay to see. I wanted there to be so many great seminars that 
an attendee wouldn’t know which one to see next. I think we have accom- 
plished that. We are videotaping some of the seminars this year and the tapes 
will be turned over to DMA to do with as they wish. 


So all in all I think everyone is satisfied with the job they did. Nothing was 
perfect. We all have room to improve next year. the overall effect will be 
visible when you walk in the door. I think the success of a show can be judged 
by the way the committee feels and the support of the Dayton computing 
community. If that is an indication, this year’s show will be the best Dayton has 
ever seen. 
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The next General Meeting will be August 27, 
7 pm at ITT Technical Institute, 3325 Stop 
Eight Road. 


Board Meeting 

The next Board meeting will be August 14, 
7:00 pm at Cassano's on Stroop Rd., near 
Wilmington Ave. 


Special Interest Groups 


Unix - September 5, 1991, at 7:00 pm at Gary 
Turner's house, 1329 Whispering Woods, 
Springboro. 


OS-Group - September 5, 1991, at 7:30 pm 
at Marion's Piazza in Beavercreek. 


Forth - September10, 1991, at 7 pm at Day- 
ton and Montgomery County Library, Room 
B or C, 215 E. Third St., Dayton. 


Timex/Sinclair - September 17, 1991, at 7 
pm at Gary Ganger's house, 812 Hedwick St., 
New Carlisle. 
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DataBus Editor Kay Atkinson 890-6145 


DATABUS is published monthly by the Dayton Microcomputer 
Association (DMA). Technical articles, product announcements, news 
items and other items relating to computers, computing and/or computer 
users are strongly encouraged. ; 

The deadline for submitting material is the day of the Board of 
Trustees meeting. Please submit files to the editors by uploading in ASCII 
format to the DMA BBS (293-1754), by mailing to the Dayton Museum 
of Natural History, 2629 Ridge Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45414-5499 or by 
leaving it at the front desk of the museum marked ‘‘Editor DMA.” The 
editors reserve the right to edit, hold or reject any portions of submitted 
copy. 

y PEENE and want ads are accepted for publication under the 
following rate structure: Noncommercial ads are free to DMA members. 
Commercial and non-member ads are $2.00 per issue for up to six lines. 
For more information contact the editors. 

Permission is granted to nonprofit organizations to reprint or quote 
any material contained herein (except that which is copyrighted else- 
where) provided credit is given to the author and Dayton Microcomputer 
Association Data Bus. The editors request that when reprinting material 
from the Data Bus you forward a copy of the reprint. 

NOTE: If your address label says ‘‘EXPIRED”’ instead of the expiration 
date, this will be your last issue unless you renew your membership. 


Masthead reprinted by permission. Copyright 1986,1987,1988 John 
Hargeaves 
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293-1754 


The President's Corner 


by Bob Kwater 


This is it --- August, time for Computerfest®. Also, it's 
time to announce the nominations for next year’s Board of 
Trustee’s at this month’s general meeting. If any of you wish 
to become active in the running of DMA please call Carol 
Emerich or place your name in nomination at the August 27 
meeting. Instead ofsitting back complainingof how things are 
done, become part of the process, and help to improve YOUR 
club. Needed are candidates for: President, Vice-President, 
Secretary, Treasurer, and Junior Member at Large. 


This year’s Computerfest® should prove to be the biggest 
and best since it’s inception 16 years ago. With nearly three/ 
fourths of the Hara Convention Complex being devoted to 
Computerfest® and the possibility of 14,000 plus attendees for 
the two days, we are now a major event in Dayton. We out 
rank even the Midwest Computer Show in Chicago and the 
Boston Computer Forum in size. Tell your friends and 
neighbors about us, we are right in your own backyard and this 
year’s show should not be missed. With the expanded speaker 
roster, more vendors, and more space, COMPUTERFEST® 91 
is already a great success. 


August 27 General Meeting 


The guest speaker for August will be Kevin Unangst from 
Microsoft Corporation. His talk will mainly be on DOS 5.0, 
but he is well versed on Microsoft’s other products, so bring 
your questions about Microsoft Windows, and Microsoft 
Word, and Kevin will venture to answer them. Our meeting 
place for August 27 will be again a ITT Technical Institute, on 
3325 Stop Eight Road, at 7:00 pm. All are welcome please 
come, bring a guest. 


SEPTEMBER GENERAL MEETING 
LOCATION CHANGED 


Ever since the Museum of Natural History started their 
renovation and DMA was forced to move it’s meeting loca- 
tion, the Board of Trustee’s has been looking for another 
home. While our temporary site at ITT Technical Institute has 
been satisfactory, it is just that,--temporary. Starting in SEP- 
TEMBER our new home will be the University of Dayton. On 
Tuesday September 24 1991, we once again begin our associa- 
tion with UD. At the present the room assigned to us is ROOM 
222 in Kennedy Union. Efforts are being made to have DMA 
placed in one of the newly refurbished lecture halls. More on 
this in next month’s newsletter. Efforts are being made to have 
DMA placed in one of the newly refurbished lecture halls. 
More on this next month 
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= THE DAYTON MICROCOMPUTER ASSOCIATION, INC., PRESENTS 


OMPUTERFEST 0] 


Sat., Aug. 24, 10 AM - 6 PM 
Sun., Aug. 25, 10 AM - 5 PM 
16th ANNUAL COMPUTER AND ELECTRONIC CONVENTION 
Hara Conference and Exhibition Center, 1001 Shiloh Springs Rd., Dayton, Ohio 


Largest Computer Show in the Midwest 
Computerfest '91 Features........... 


Speakers and Seminars 
Product demonstrations 
User group and club displays 
Dealers from all around the country 
Hundreds of professional and flea market vendors 
Hourly door prize drawings (you must be present to win) 


Grand Prize: GREAT 
386DX COMPUTER SYSTEM BARGAINS 


2 MB RAM 80 MB HARD DRIVE 
ULTRA VGA COLOR MONITOR 15.25" FLOPPY DRIVE 
MOUSE 1 3.5" FLOPP7 DRIVE ee A D 
ENHANCED KEYBOARD MS-DOS : 
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EVENT PASS Days 
$5.00 IN ADVANCE $6.00 AT THE DOOR 
$5.00 Advance Tickets available at: 
SANDBOX MICROSYSTMS, Fairborn Ohio 
SOFTWARE, ETC. , Dayton Mall 
ABBY'S SOFTWARE, Fairborn, Ohio 
MENDELSON'S, Dayton, Ohio 


t: VANDALIA COMPUTER, Vandalia, Ohio 
All activities take place INSIDE! Acres of Free Parking Children under 12 FREE with adult 


Call 313/263-FEST for more information 


Dayton Microcomputer 
Association 


The Dayton Microcomputer Association (DMA) is a non- 
profit organization dedicated to the education of and provid- 
ing information to microcomputer users and to the general 
public. DMA members use and owna wide variety of comput- 
ers and possess various levels of computer experience. Meet- 
ings are held on the last Tuesday of every month (except 
December) normally at the Dayton Museum of Natural His- 
tory, 2629 Ridge Ave., (near Triangle Park) from 7:00-9:00 
P.M. For the next few months meetings will be held at ITT 
Technical Institute, 3325 Stop Eight Road at the above time. 
Annual dues are $12 for regular members which includes a 
subscription to the Data Bus newsletter, $6 for associate 
members living at the same address. Associate memberships 
must run concurrently with a regular membership 

Due to a change in procedure, the Board of Trustees 
minutes and the General Meeting minutes will be printed in 
the newsletter after they are submitted to and approved by the 
Board of Trustees and the General Membership. These min- 
utes are approved before publication. 


Special Interest Groups 


DAYTUG - The Dayton TRS-80 Users Group for Models 
1,3,4. For more information call Terry Morrow at 372-6146. 


FIG - The Forth Interest Group meets at the the Dayton and 
Montgomery County Library, Room B or C, Dayton, Ohio 
45402 on the second Tuesday of every month at 7:00 P.M. For 
more information contact Chairman, Gary M. Ganger at 849- 
1483. 


OS-GROUP - The Operating Systems Users Group meets at 
Beavercreek Marion’s Piazza, 1320 N. Fairfield Rd., Dayton, 
Ohio 45432 on the first Thursday of the month at 7:30 P.M. 
The areas of interest are CP/M, MS-DOS, and UNIX. For more 
information contact Chairman, Dave Schwab at 299-5932. 


TIMEX/SINCLAIR USERS GROUP - meets at Gary Ganger's 
house, 812 Hedwick St., New Carlisle, 45344 on the third 
Tuesday of the month from 7:00-9:00 P.M. For more informa- 
tion contact Chairman, Gary M. Ganger at 849-1483. 


UNIX - meets in Room312 at Kettering Labs at the University 
of Dayton on the first Thursday of the month at 7 P.M. For 
more information call Tony Snyder at 275-7913. 


Didn’t find your special interest? Come to a general meeting 
and explore your needs with the rest of the membership. With 
enough interest, a new Special Interest Group may be created. 


Other Dayton Area User Groups 


This information is provided as a service to anyone looking for 
a group supporting a particular computer, operating system, 
etc. Not all of the user groups listed are directly associated 
with DMA. 


If you know of a users group which would like to have their 
meeting schedule listed here send details or a current newslet- 
ter to Editor, DMA Data Bus, Dayton Museum of Natural 
History, 2629 Ridge Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45414-5499. 


The following groups are not affiliated with DMA: 


Apple-Dayton - Meets the second Monday of the month at 7 
pm at Dayton Christian Middle School. For more information 
call Lloyd Greene at 275-2937. 


Cin-Day Users Group - Supporting the Texas Instruments 99/ 
4A Home Computer and compatibles. Meetings are on the 
middle Saturday of the month at noon at Lazarus Downtown 
Coin Room (Sth floor). 


DACUG - Dayton Area Commodore Users Group meets the 
second Saturday of each month from 3 to 7 p.m. at DESC/ 
Defense Electronic Supply Center on Wilmington Pike in 
Kettering. For more information contact Mona Spurgeon at 
298-6743. 


DAYHUG - Dayton Heath/Zenith Users’ Group meets the 
third Thursday of each month at 4:30 pm at AFIT, Room 121, 
Bldg. 640, Area B, WPAFB. For more information call Steve 
Hudak at 426-7142. 


DMUG - Dayton MS-Dos Users Group for IBM PCs and 
compatibles meets the third Wednesday of the each month 
except December at Miriam Hall in O’ Leary Auditorium, Uni- 
versity of Dayton, at 7:30 pm. For more information call Bill 
Richard at 879-7656 or log on to the DMUG BBS by calling 
259-0806. 


Amiga-Dayton - Meets the third Thursday of the month at 
6:30 pm. For more information call Karl Sparklin at 253-6849. 
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Forth Interest Group 
by Tony Snyder 


The Forth Special Interest Group last met on August 13, 
at the downtown branch of the Dayton Public Library. Note! 
we are no longer meeting at the CFC offices, on West 
Monument. At the library we meet in either room B or C. 


` Which room we’ II have for the evening will be posted nearby. 


At any rate, the rooms are not far apart. The meetings take 
place at 7:00 p.m., on the second Tuesday of the month. 


As I mentioned last month, a major portion of this 
month’s meeting was to be devoted to a presentation, by Dr. 
John Lacey, of MVP-Forth Integer and Floating Point Math, 
written by Phillip Koopman. Forth aficionados are quite 
familiar with Mr. Koopman, and I have written, in this 
column, about his chip design and programming, several 
times before. Dr. Lacey provided us with a number of print- 
out sheets of screens from the MVP-Math manual and from 
his own adaptation of MVP-Math for F83 compatibility. 
MVP-Math was originally written for F79. Interestingly 
MVP-Math has three modes for variable precision. Dmode is 
the standard traditional mode, in which numbers are treated 
as either single of double-length, depending upon embedded 
punctuation. In Qmode, numbers are treated as either single 
or quadruple-length, depending upon punctuation. Fmode 
signifies floating point. Fmode is has not as yet been 
implemented in Dr. Lacey’s implementation, and, very well 
may not be as Qmode provides exceptional precision, and if 
more is desired higher level fixed modes can be implemented. 
MVP-Math seems to address some of the concerns which this 
group has had regarding higher precision math. All in all the 
presentation was very interesting. 


The next thing on our agenda was a progress report from 
Bruce Raymond on his robot project. As mentioned in last 
month’s column, The robot will be controlled by a New 
Micros 68HC11 controller board, which runs under Forth 
which is in Rom. Bruce is creating a multitasking system in 
Forth, for the robot’s control, and this is definitely a challeng- 
ing aspect of the project. So far several portions of the 
multitasking system will function but getting the proper 
hooks established, to allow them to work as a system, has 
proven difficult. Bruce handed out copies of his code, and 
from these it was seen that the system initializes itself, and has 
semaphores, mailboxes, flags, and a task-switcher set up. It 
will be interesting to see how far the project has progressed by 
next month. 


That’s about it for this month. I hope you all get a chance 
to take in Computerfest®. It ought to be a great show. 


UNIX SIG 
by Tony Snyder 


The August meeting of DMA’s Unix Special Interest 
Group took place on the first of the month at the usual UD 
location. Much of our talk centered upon a prospective Usnet 
connection for the DMA Bulletin board. We’re making some 
effort to establish contact with parties in this area who have an 
existing Usnet node. It is hoped that one such party will allow 
us to make a connection through them. We’re pretty optimis- 
tic about all this, and feel that we may be able to get on line 
within a couple of months. This should be a real boost for our 
board and the DMA in general. 


Some of our conversation time was spent discussing 
Coherent, so to speak the ‘‘mini Unix’’. It seems than many 
feel that this product is pretty much a last resort for those 
interested in getting a machine to run something that at least 
resembles Unix and can be coaxed into communicating with 
other Unix machines. Evidently, shortcomings abound in 
Coherent. These include the inability to get DOS running 
under it and it can’t take advantage of many of the 386 
processor’s features. Despite all this Coherent will probably 
be the way I’ll have to go once I make the commitment to get 
my home machine into a Unix- like environment, but that’s 
another story. 


The night of our meeting was so pleasant that we decided 
to adjourn early to an outdoor patio of an establishment in the 
Oregon District, where we enjoyed some pizza and various 
beverages. There the computer talk continued and was cen- 
tered about software deals and, of course, Computerfest. 
Obviously, we are all eagerly awaiting this years event in part 
to check out the great deals that Computerfest always brings, 
but more importantly to see just how the show does. A lot has 
gone into this years ‘‘production’’, that is a lot of work and 
some new wrinkles such as several thousands of dollars being 
spent on Television advertising, something which hasn’t been 
done before. Also, this year will feature seminar speakers 
from some of the heavy hitters in the computer industry such 
as Borland, Microsoft, Wordperfect, Sun Microsystems, and 
the Cobb Group. So with the extended, or is it expanded, 
advanced publicity, and the great line-up of speakers and other 
attractions, we’re expecting an impressive attendance. 


One last note; there will be a one time change of routine 
for the September meeting. For that meeting we’ll get 
together at Gary Turner’s home. The address is 1329 Whisper- 
ing Woods in Springboro. I believe that’s off Lytle Five Points 
road about a mile or so off Route 741. Hope to see you there. 


Timex/Sinclair Users Group 
by Gary Ganger 


COMPUTERFEST® UPDATE 


By the time you read this we will be at COMPUTERFEST® or 
just finished. Every year it gets bigger and better. This year 
the TIMEX/SINCLAIR groups made it even more fun. We 
had more tables from the T/S users than were there from the 
HEATH/ZENITH users. Now we have an example of what 
you can see at COMPUTERFEST® each year If your group 
will talk to the others that were unable to attend this year 
maybe it will be even better next year. We expect to continue 
to get larger each year and it would be nice to have a place to 
get together to compare notes as well as be able to buy supplies 
and software. Hope to see a lot of those faces every year at 
COMPUTERFEST®. Thanks for coming this year even at 
such a short notice. 


NEXT MEETING 


Gary was able to visit Bill Miller in Cupertino, CA again in 
August. Bill showed his collection of equipment and software 
for Gary’s video camera and Gary will show it to the club next 
meeting. Like Dayton, the T/S users meet at Bill’s home each 
meeting. The Sinclink Information Exchange SLIX is Bill’s 
way of passing information to all the users around the country. 
The board is accessed through the UNIX networks around 
the country. If you need more information you can write him 
at: SLIX c/o Bill Miller, 6675 Clifford Drive, Cupertino,CA 
95014-4530. 


MAGAZINE INFO 


The latest copy of Q/L World arrived. Gary will have it at the 
meeting to see. Gary has the UPDATE information from 
Frank Davis that he picked up at COMPUTERFEST®. 


MEETINGS 


All meetings are now held on the third Tuesday at the 
chairman’s home, 812 Hedwick Street, New Carlisle, Ohio 
45344-2619, or you cancall Gary M. Gangerat 513-849-1483 
for more information. 


July Board Meeting 
July 16, 1991,7:38 pm 


Old Business 

Bob Kwater announced that it looked like we would be 
moving our general membership meetings to the University of 
Dayton. We still need a sponsor for the club. A sponsor is 
someone on the U.D. staff willing to vouch for our cluband act 
as a liaison between the University and D.M.A. Gary Turner 
has two people whom he will contact. The schedule for next 
school year will not be set until August and those people will 
be contacted at that time. 


Due to a lack of interest this year’s D.M.A. picnic has been 
canceled. If anyone would like to start planning next year’s 
picnic please contact Bob Kwater. 


We have been contacted by the Post Office, a P.O. Box is 
available. 


Computerfest is well ahead of schedule on the booth sales and 
the signing up of volunteers. Carol Emerich is hard at work on 
the program. Speaker descriptions still need to be turned in 
and the speakers schedule is still not finalized. The banquet 
has been canceled for lack of support. All in all the show is 
light years ahead of last year in terms of organization and 
participation. 


New Business 

The BBS is running out of hard drive space and since Dave 
Schwab has applied fora node number from the local FIDOnet 
association, the will be online to echo Fidonet mail. Several 
other nets were discussed and the lack of hard drive space will 
restrict the choices we have as far as networks we can choose 
from. 


It was proposed by Gary Turner that Dave Schwab be author- 
ized to spend up to $700.00 on a 200 megabyte or larger hard 
drive and controller. Bob Kwater seconded. After some dis- 
cussion the proposal was passed unanimously. 


Elections for D.M.A. officers is coming up. Carol Emerich is 
heading up the nominations committee. No potential candi- 
dates were discussed. 


This month’s meeting will be given by a representative from 
Sun Microsystems. 


With no further new business the meeting was adjourned at 
8:45 pm. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Diane Pencil 

Secretary 


Membership Application /Renewal Form 
Dayton Microcomputer Association 
Dayton Museum of Natural History Date: 
2629 Ridge Avenue Dues: Regular $12.00 Year 
Dayton, Ohio 45415-5499 Family Associate $ 6.00 Year 
Name Phone ns Home 


Address Phone == 2 Work 


City 


Computer Brand / Model 
Printer Brand / Model 
Modem Brand / Model 
User Groups 


If this is a Family Associate membership, 
please give the name of regular member: 
This membership is a [ ]New [ ]Renewal 


D.M-A; Use Only = Nos since ERD 6 ace sf [T] [C] [M] 


Does your software have untapped capabilities 
„because you don’t know they are there? 


Are you searching for answers to the mysteries of your computer? 


The clue is in the Que... 
QUE books, that is, and you will find them at 


The Computer Recyclery. 


Que publishes one of the finest assortments of reference and tutorial materials available today. All the major 
software titles and releases are covered in easy to understand step-by-step illustrations. 


Make the most of DOS 5.0, run Windows 3.0 like a pro, tap the power of Lotus and Quattro. You'll find thirty 
current titles ready to give you the information you need at The Recyclery. 


Perhaps the best part of finding out that The Recyclery has Que books is finding out that The Recyclery has Que 
books on sale this week! Don’t miss this opportunity to get some of the finest computer books published at 30% 
off the cover price! 


Que books at 30% off cover price through August 31... 
©) only at The Computer Recyclery, Grove Park Offices, Huber 
Heights. 


Dayton Microcomputer Association, Inc. 
c/o Dayton Museum of Natural History 
2629 Ridge Avenue 

Dayton, Ohio 45414-5499 
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